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mmer is upon us once again. Actually, kegth of daylight has already begunfto

shrink. As much as | like summer, I'already looking forward to the time a f¢
months from now when the available daylight will no longer provide an excuse for not visi
the layout room and workshop.

<

Since I'm still a “working stiff”, | wasn’t able to attertdle Canton Railroad Shop Tour earlier this month. But||'v
been copied on several emails by folks who did attendeaeyone said that had a very enjoyable and enlightgni
time.

197}

| can recall a tour | took ahe N&W Brewster yard a
facilities in the late 60’s Unfortunately, my photos of tt IN THIS ISSUE.......ccii i
event, in 35mm format, are still packed in our Indige=
home.. If I haq them here, I'd be able to should you a| \/ic\w Erom The Cupola Page 1
ple of interesting shots.

It's Tough to Say Goodbye Page 2
We were walking through the paint shop. Dean Frg My Square Foot Diorama Page 3
picked up a paint mask and walked out to a car siq . |
show us all how he put his ifgits on freight cars. He w{ Mid-Eastern Bylaws Vote Page 4
holding a “DF” stencil againghe side of a boxcar! H The Canton Railroad Tour Page 5
el s 2 IS e 1o lee v, Railfanning Canton RR With A Page 8
Later, we saw a dromedary shaped flat car. That'’s rig Drone
was a car with a very big, walk under standing up hur§ A Day Out— Havre de Grace Page 12
the middle. It seems thawo crews were working opp{ Maryland
site ends of a storage tradnd thought there were oth
cars on the track in addition te cars they were pushin

cars, they thought that it was simply because the b
hadn’t been released. So, thjagt opened their throttl

When their engines met some resistance in movinJ

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1) MMR or other designations, it is a great way to get
points!

And that's how the flat cain the middle became shapge
like the St. Louis Arch! And two crews had some une it this job behing me, my wife andl [ can put the

pected time off without pay. finishing touches on our 4oth wedding Anniver-

. . ) sary vacation to (celand tn August.
All of which causes me to open a discussion on a pogs

Division activity that we mayvant to consider. I've begn
asked by Dick Schwanka dfie Harford County modular
group if Chesapeake Division wallike to participate in g
joint mini-convention some time after Labor Day. [I'll
presenting this as new business at our Board Meetir ] .
June 28. It's likely that one of our Internet surveys Membershlp, SUbSCI’IptIOnS

check the membership to assess their interest. and Article Submissions

| hope to see you soon.

Best regards to you all,
_Johwn

BILL

To become a member tife Chesapeake Divi

sion of the NMRA, please contact any Boa
TS TOUGH TO Member, fill out the form for a free Railpas
(page 20) or join us at our next Divisional

SAY GOODEYE! meeting on Sunday,

To receive electronic versions of The Rela
send an e-mail message to Russell Forte

o e coms B wig it S Web.chesdivmernmra@gmail.com
needs to “call it quits” and | am afraid that that time has

come for me. | have been the curvent Editor of The Welay
since the winter of 2010, and | have come to the decision
that it is time to put away wmy eye shade, sleeve garters
and type setting machine and retive.

If you would prefer to receive printed copie

please send a check for $6 (payable to t
Chesapeake Division, MER, NMRA)
Dave Arday
P.O. Box 428
Fulton, MD. 20759-0428

L have really enjoyjed being your Editor. The work has been
confusing and difficult at times, but all tn all ( have had
an enjoyable time. It has been fun to see what everyjone else
is doing within the Chesapeake Division, and | hope that [EEICES{Illplig-lgl1gi{el[R{oI@ (N{VI{RelVo]IozzUi (o]
each of You has gotten as wuch out of our quarterly Relap The Relay, please send it to the
Newsletter as  have publishing it for You. Newsletter editor,

[ know that the Board is actively trying to find a replace-
wment, and | hope that one or two of You will step up to the
plate and take on the job. if You have had any experience
with a publishing program, the learning curve is easy. n
fact, you may want to create Your own temeplate with dif-
ferent graphics, fonts and layout styles as 1 did when |
took over. For those of you who are working toward you
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MY SQUARE FOOT DIORAMA

5; Martin £ / ’}&47 Van thorn

y that | look forward to the Spring and Fall ddHudson On30 Meets in Gardiner, N.Y.. Evg
meet | endeavor to have a new loco projedigplay and run on a Bactann E-Z track “layout’
* put together by my friends, W#&ghite from New Jersey and Larry Rickert of Brooklyn, N.Y..

This year, however, | was laid up with a leg infection mudaly and February that kepe away from the workbenclj.

So as the April date of the Springeat approached, | lamented to my &lavg buddy, John Weigel, that | had no n

hose who have read my past columns on On30 narrow gauge model railroading will ki

ry

W

project for the meet. He said “Why doryou build something for the squareof diorama contest?”. This was gn-

nounced at the October, 2016 meet, the challenge todnylthiing you want on a 12" x 1284uare. | never enter co
tests, saying | am a “muddler”, natmodeler, and maybe that was prowed since my diorama won no award.

with 1 week to go, | cut a one-foot square of %2" plywood, a
piece of 8-3/4" radius quarter af circle of Homasote roadbe
My intent was to build a n On30 Traction diorama that woul
incorporated into thetreetcar line | amdaling to my layout. Th
minimum radius prototype cuevused by most traction comy
nies was 35', hence 8-3/4" /4" scale. The remaining a
around the roadbed was coveredhwt2" Polystyrene foam.
curving 25' wide road would cut through the middle of the t
arc, and a car stop shelter wolblel adjacent to the grade cro
ing. The photos show the resulihe diorama was one of 11 ¢
tered in the contest. | believe it's the first time narrow gauge
tion was displayed at the Midtdson that had working overhe
trolley. The diorama will "run”, the length of the trip being 3
lengths of a Bachmann 4-wheeldliber” streetcar! Contest
tries were numbered so no owas supposed to know who b

']_
50

what. Votes cast by attendees determined the winnevh@® | did not win, | heard one comment of kudos: “Anydne

who has the guts to make working catenlaag my vote!” Well, techpally it's not catenaryit’s simple trolley over-
head, but I'll take it!

fen
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MID-EASTERN REGION BYLAWS VOTE

Re-Print Provided By
Kurt Thompson
Vice President MER

So, this happened. Last Fall President PJ Mattson raeplce committee to review and recommend necessary and
desirable changes to the MER Bylaws. The committebaged by Director Ken Moato and assisted by Direc-

tor Martin Brechbiel, Business Manad&ob Price, and Treasurer Brian Kampschroer. The committee proved to
have excellent synergy, with Ken’s laxperience, Martin’'s edit@l expertise, Bob’s practical knowledge of how
everything actually works and Brian’s previous bylawgeziences and corporate memory. We met three times in
person for at least four hours each time, had two conference calls lebaner longer, exchanged hundreds of
emails and used reams of paper printing drafts of revisions.

On April 22, the committee met with the Board of Dimgstof the Mid-Eastern Region, NMRA, Inc. and ex-
plained in detail, line-by-line, the many changesdabmmittee presented for adapti Some changes are neces-
sary to bring the Bylaws into compliance with theges of Maryland, where the NREs incorporated. Quite a

few are to simply streamline the rungiof the organization and to recognikat we are operating in the modern
age. By far the greatest number of changes were toctdorenatting, syntax and edifat errors that accumulated
over the years and to better organize\tarious Bylaws articlemnd sections. After more than five hours and just a
small number of changes, the Boardafectors recommended the committee’s findings for a vote of the member-
ship on the next ballot. Even aftel thlat, a later special vote on April @&s required to eliminate some redun-
dancies.

If the membership of the MER approves the Bylawaraended, the committee will then ensure compliance of the
MER Executive Handbook with the mandated chanigiesh of the work on the Handbook the committee found
easier to do as it laborexh the Bylaws, so these are nearly readyetpresented to the board for a vote, following
the approval of the Bylaws by the membership. ftassible that by the Susquanack 2017 MER convention in
October, the Mid-Eastern Region will fihabe ready to work for you in the 2tentury as a modern, streamlined
and efficient organization.

So, please look for more informationthre print and electronic versionsfie Local this Summer, read and con-
sider carefully the new Bylaws and then v¥teS on the revised version when you receive your ballot in a few
months.
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The Canton LRailroad Tour
&&7@%@ Lict Wbest

Contributions by Tom Casey, Alan Frame, Jeff Kuta and Travers Stavac
Photographs by Alan Frame, Mike Shylanski, John Darlington, and Rick Uskert

On June 9, over 20 members of the Chesapeakd ather Divisions were warmly we
comed, regarded as ambassadors for the railroad ing
and treated to a phenomenal tour of the Canton Ra
office, yard, and shop facilitieat the railroad's Port {
Baltimore headquarters. We were greeted by Pres
and CEO John Magness who gave an excellent ta
the current operations of thailroad; its current cha
lenges from an economic geographical standpoint;
graciously answering all ofhe questions of our to

group.

LEARNING THE HISTORY—Darlington Photo
John, who joined the Canton from CSX in 1995, detd

the railroad's assets simply: (2) SW1200; (2) SW15gh MACNESS—Uskert Photo
and (2) first generatio®P7s; no revenue freight
cars. The railroad currently has 24 emplo
. and operates five days per week, primarily ¢
ing daylight hours. Over the years, a building
maintenance of engines and equipment a
new office building, located directly under ¢
soon to be rebuilt Harbor Tunnel Thruway,
NEW OFFICE BUILDING—Darlington Photo pheen added. In the maintenance Shop we
GP7U #1364 and a ballast spreader. It can

one and maybe 2 engines, with room for td
and supplies. MAINTENANCE SHED- Uskert Photo

ye

L

—ra 4

The locomotive fleet appears to be
maculate and well-maintained. The lo
motive paint scheme continues to use
red and white cross insignia denoting
location in the State of Maryland. In g

SERVICING ON THE GP7U - Frames Photddition, it includes a larmg silhouette of th

Baltimore skyline, further pinpointing i
headquarters in the City of Baltimore, and the words “Canton Railroac
ing for Maryland” with an emblerof the Maryland state flag.

THE NEW PAINT SCHEME—Shylanski Photo

The Canton Railroad (reporting marks KT situated at interchanges with
the Norfolk Southern (75% of traffic) and CSX (25%) Ralls, handles a diverse setcafgoes such as propahe,
lumber, grains, dry cement, finished protygaper, and metals for a numbefadilities at Baltimore, including the

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

Seagirt container port, Point Breeze,
Clinton Street terminal, and Rolling M
Road. The largest customer, Boise Casd
takes about 7 centerbeam flatcars of lu
for local home improvement stores
lumberyards. Most of the rest of the 20
tive customers are distribution busine
with virtually no manufacturing, which co
trasts with 25 years ago, when most ¢
tomers were manufacturing facilities.
one time, NS wanted CTN to pick up int
change cars at Bayview, but found thatititerruptions to yard switching was d
ruptive, and went back to deliverirgrs to the NS-CTN interchange track.

GOING FOR A LOAD— Shylanskl Photo

The Canton Railroad owns about half
the former (reconfigured for Fg
McHenry Tunnel) B&O Penn Mary ya
and operates the entire yard. Altho
the yard contains tracks which are owneslr Guipg, Tyler Horner, Rail Coordinator -
by CSX, Canton Railroad has the respon- Darlington Photo
sibility to maintain the tracks throug-
out the yard. Rail maintenance p
jects are staggered #uat the trackag® s
A YARD PERSPECTIVE—Darlington Photo doesn't age all at once. Dunng our
it, track maintenance was activelyitg conducted on the normally used w!"sl'-'
track for access to the port. Access wafteshto #4 track. They own and mage=_
tain the crossing (dlamonds) Wlth the MBthe south end of the yard The -

found nearby in the weeds, which a.e-"ﬂ"-’ -
DOUBLE DIAMONDS—Uskert Photo
' sprayed for about quarterly.

% State of Maryland, Bridge and Tunriehterprise, the current owner, bought
the railroad for $2.3 MM in 1987 in a hkruptcy auction, primarily to retain
open access to Seagirt Marine terminal. Although, the Port's ability to rlar

® the New Panamax container ships shgwamise for increased traffic for the
S n e T rallroad, it remains to be seen how

CAST OFF- Uskert Photo much additional traffic and reven

that will translate into.

The area was gentrifying, and the ‘Enterpriseeded to prevent loss of tr
access to the terminal. The continuing eachment of the gentrified neighb

time-only operations. Flashing signalslivahead of the grade crossing on
ton Street were erectedfew years ago giving driver@n opportunity to detolEs

LEAD INTO THE DOUBLE DIANONDS—
Frames Photo

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)
away from the grade crossing at tinv@lsen switching movements are occurri
Signage in this area was enacted in a confusing manner, so its effectively is
icantly reduced.

After Mr. Magness' discussion, we weregted by Rail Coordinator Tyler Hor
who proceeded to give asguided tour of the Penn-Mayard. The Rail Coord
nator at Canton Railroad serves a duatdth purpose in that he serves in
Yardmaster role as well as fulfilling@ustomer Service role. When he mentio
that he heard that a person was moddirgyrailroad, one of our local memb
responded, 'l am.’

R

The Canton RR possess
great modeling potential, right
down to the small yard with a
grade crossing at one end and alde diamond at the other, e
bling Norfolk Southern track to trait to one of the marine termin
it serves. With a six mile length, a large compression factor i

TYLER HORNER ON TOUR- Uskert Photo

Horner, can attest to this fact, having built most of the RR i

e o www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCfGVb_g439&t=137s), thanks
FROM RUSSIA WITH LOVE- Uskert Photo Fred Eisen and M B Klein's.

era, would create a smallilraad with a lot of operatig potential. It can only
guessed the disbelief of the highway engineer who was planning the roads in
when he saw all of the railroad tracks which
'had to build around. The overpass immedis
adjacent to the diamonds had an elevated i
section with stoplights--an interesting model
detail. Researchers should contact the B
more Museum of Industryo review railroadgs

MAINTENANCE OF WAY— Frames Photo '€COrds prior to 1987.

While hiking through the yard under
Horners guidance a string of large tank {

with a pair of flat cardoaded with rectangular LIQUID PROPANE TANKERS—Uskert Photo

The yard, with what appears to be slagdst|lhas steel ties placed every third t
A within the clearance area of turnouts.

in the problems of running a railroad thekss/s. Everyone with #hrailroad went o
another treat. How often can one be alldw&o an active iidoad shop and have the lutk photograph the inside

you for the opportunities.

r_Rick

required. Ed David, our local Camt RR modeler responding to I\ r

basement. A tour of Ed's railroadn be viewed on YouTube (https:/

hStepping back from the current period, modgin the steam or transition, pre-lS:F

# aluminum billets from Russia, eadet weighting approximately 160,000 pound

so on the curved track at the south end of the yard. Yard tracks are painted ygl
the tie signifying the clearaagoint as the FRA assess$esty fines for placing cars

CLEARANCE POINT TIES—Uskert Photo Mr Horner’s time spent talking with us w@reatly appreciated, giving us the insig

!r

h

of their way to answer any questions had. Being allowed to venture in tiiard with active swiching going on wa

gine compartment? Compliments to tladroad on how clean the locomotivesreeut in the yard and a grand thar
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Railfanning the Canton Railroad with

a Drone
by John Stralka

e On Friday June § 2017 the Canton Railroad in Baltimore, MD hosted a group of

NMRA members from the Chesagke Division for a tour atheir headquarters and adja-
cent Penn-Mary Yard. | would kkto thank Rick Uskert, Assistant Supgendent of the Chesapeake Division, for
arranging this rarepportunity. With the heightened security in thetg®41 era, it is not eén that modelers and
railfans can get such phenomenal access toperating railroad in a major city!

Our tour started off with an introduoti to the railroad, along with discussion of its histy and operations, given

by the Canton Railroad’s President and CEO John MagHeswaas extremely knowledgeable and was an engag-
ing speaker. After a question and answer session, Raitlidatwr Tyler Horner took the group for a tour of Penn-
Mary Yard. Tyler also provided a great deal of infotioa about the day-to-day opérmns of the railroad. The
group was able to capture some gpaitographs because it was a gorgeous day.

After the tour was ovel, inquired about the pesbility of taking someaerial railfan shots from my recently ac-
quired DJI Mavic Pro quadcopter dronavds fully prepared for a negative reaction, but, to my pleasant surprise
John and Tyler approved my requestittmy friends and fellow modelem Beuchel and Gary Boardley, we
set up a base of flight operations right outstteyard office and got the drone airborne.

The recently released DJI Mavic Pro (http://www.dji.com/imgis an incredible piece of technology. It comes
from the relatively long legacy of the DJI Phanttme, which are somewhat high-end, ready-to-fly hobbyist
guadcopters meant for taking aerial photpysaand videos. The best featurehaf Mavic Pro is that it can be eas-
ily folded up into a compact packafm convenient transport and storagdéie gimbal-stabilized 12 megapixel
camera is capable of shooting 4k videos at 24 framesgwend). The handheld wirstecontroller has a display
for crucial flight parameters, while the camera is corgtblby an attached smart phone, which also displays the
drone camera’s field-of-view. Thealre is extremely easy to fly and prdes a rock-solid ks for photography
even when buffeted by wind gusts. | gebat 20 minutes of flying time for angjle battery. | typically land before
the battery has less than 33% of charge left. | had three batteries on hand for this outing. I'm still learning ho
use this system, but have found that nedshe work is in operating the caraeiVhile flying drones is easy, | rec-
ommend having a friend with you as@pilot” to monitor tre surroundings while you @focused on operating
the drone. While the requirement to iggr hobbyist drones with the FAA hiasen lifted, you still have to follow
airspace rules. You should also fly safeifhwcommon sense and be respectful of others.

| was able to capture footage of seleCanton Railroad trains coming baicito Penn-Mary Yard with cuts of
freight cars. A CSX intermodal freight also passed thrahghyard via trackage rights to get to Seagirt Marine
Terminal.

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

Some of the aerial pictures | took gm@vided here. | also posted three wsl®n YouTube for your viewing pleasure.
The video titles and links are:

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)
The Relay

The official publication of the Chesapeake Division
of the
Mid-Eastern Region of the NMRA, a tax-exempt
organization

The Belap s published quarterly. The opinions ex-
pressed within do not necessarily reflect those of the
Chesapeake Division, MER or NMRA officials.
Commercial suppliers, supplies and materials ad-
dressed in @The Relay
I n no way constitute an endorsement by the MER or
NMRA. Copyrighted material that appearsin Zhe
Relapis used for educational and historical benefit
only and does not constitute infringement of the
copyright holder.

. . i Superintendent: Bill Ataras
“Baltimore, MD - Canton Railroad #1203 Entering Penn- super.chesdivmernmra@gmail.com

Mary Yard”

_ Assistant Superintendent: Rick Uskert
https://youtu.be/hvRROXyrGKI asstsuper.chesdivmernmra@gmail.com

Director-At-Large: Open

“Baltimore, MD - CSX Intermodal Freight Passing SIEElE S eI @ L ee i

Through Penn-Mary Yard Paymaster: Dave Arday

https://youtu.be/CIHGG4sdgjjg davidarday@aol.com

Clerk: Open
clerk.chesdivmernmra@gmail.com
“Baltimore, MD - Canton Railroad #1501 Entering Penn-

Mary Yard” :
Achievement Program: Kurt Thompson

https://youtu.be/gnKSAdAW-sIM ap.chesdivmernmra@gmail.com

Past Superintendent: Greg Kidwell
pastsuper.chesdivmernmra@gmail.com

Railfanning with drones is a greafy to get an interesting
perspective of real railroad3his perspective mimics thg Division Newsletter:
viewpoint we typically have ith model railroads. As a re Open

sult, drone-based photography allows a modeler the m
to capture the essence of prgfm railroad scenes in orde
to more faithfully recreate them in miniature.

Webmaster: Russell Forte
web.chesdivmernmra@gmail.com

J O‘IAAIL http://www.chesapeake-nmra.org/index.php
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A Day Out — Havre de Grace, Maryland
BY Greg MeeRs

rare free day off, | headed up the Northeast Corridor on A Day Out.

' @ n a bright and sunny day in May, 201%jdited Havre De Grace, Maryland.
had driven past it on 1-95 many times, bever actually went there. So, on|a

There are two main rail lines that traverse Havre de Grace: Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor with Norfolk Souther:

focused on Amtrak. | never found a really good spot for CSX crossing t
Susquehanna River. On the Northern sifithe river, NS has a line that ru

along the way, but the best shots | goteveither right aing the River or at
the Amtrak platform in Per-

ryville.

== There is quite a bit of e F ~
Amtrak traffic on the Corridor. CSX ran a couple trains as W r"~...-" "\,-"'r <A
One nice aspect of Havre de Grace is there is plenty else to m L‘ "‘i\‘ m

there. There are sev _ s
eral museums, nume S
ous restaurants, and
couple parks along the
river front. A couple
, parks have picnic an
bathroom facilities.

' These are seasonal.
also took a short tour
of the Harbormasters

L

E — T L RS - N ' e L L ]

It's quaint, but that’s
the charm you get in
Havre de Grace. Ang
if you like boats, well,
' there are quite a few
A% | around.

e e T BT T

Next chance you get 8
free day, head out for
some railfanning. Havre de &e is a place you can take the
whole family. Just remember h@ad across the bridge, visit th
Perryville station, and then graln ice cream down the street!

Greg)

trackage rights and CSX. There aragals to access both, but my one day|trip

s

up to Harrisburg through Perryville. | also stopped a few places off Route 4(
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The Relay
National Model Railroad Association (NMRA) Mid-Eastern Region
Application for Free “Railpass” Trial Membership

YES, please sign me up for a free six-month Railpass Trial Meshiip in the NMRA, which includes membership i
the Mid-Eastern Region and my lodaivision. During the six-month period,understand that | may attend conver
tions, meets, and participate in comges will receive the NMRA Magazinehe monthly national publication, and

The Local, the bi-monthly regional newsletter. | will not bgikle to vote, hold office or receive a New Member Pacl

| also understand that the $9.95 cost of this six-month &sslrial Membership is b paid by the Mid-Eastern
Region. (Note: Regardless of who pays, the six-month $8e3Bberships are available only once to each person) A
the end of the six month period, | may join MEIRA by paying the regular active member dues.

During the past thirty months, | hamet been a member of the NMRA.

Name:

Street Address

City/State/Zip:

Phone( )

E-Mail:

Scale (s):

Signature of Applicant:

Signature of “Recruiter:”
(a Regional Officer or Board Member)

When this form is completed,

mail to:

Bob Price

MER Business Manager
801 S. Newton Lake Drive
Collingswood, NJ 08108
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