" Relay

A publication of the Chesapeake Division of the Mid-Eastern Region of the NMRA

= POTP URI!

hope this edition finds everyone well. This ig tlast edition of The Relay before our genér
meeting on November f9scheduled to be held at the Tend. ibrary, beginning at 9:30 AM. ||
encourage each and every oneyofl to attend as there will lseveral item$eing shown ang
discussed. After the meeting,rféthe rest of the afternoon, stick around and join us forjc
‘Modelers’ Day-In’. For those ofou who have not attendedhe of these before, we bring in variqu
projects we are working on. We then work on owjgxts, help someone else with their projects ja
just have ole fashion camaraderie.

This is an exciting time to be in the hobbythere are many new and exciting things going|o
There are now more websites that offer answesnjoand all questiondaut the hobby as well 4s
just pure entertainment. There is Model Raifleawith MR Video, Tl Model Academy sponsofs
videos on a variety of subjects, Modeler's GuMbdel Railroad Hobbyisand Pixel Fderation has
‘Train Station’, a game to play on your multi-

media device that lets you build a railroad { In This Issue
pire, just to name a few.

View From The Cupola Page 1

Going on m_October, Is the Mld-Eas'Fern redid rinal Run of the Weed Line Page 3
convention in Durham, North Carolinaracks . ,

. " . . The Director’s Corner Page 9
to Triangle”. It will be running from October 2
to the 2&.This looks like a great convention wj From The Board Room Page 10
the opportunity to see s great layouts ar] The New Home of the C&LE Page 11
participate in a whole host of clinics. The ¢| Hand Laying Switches Clinic Page 14

vention sign-up and bkedule can be found

o The NMRA National Convention Page 15
your latest edition of “The Local” or on the we J

site http://www.mer2016.gr | hope several { The Steel Mill SIG Meeting Page 20
you will be able to attendnd give us a short r| A Visit to Leetsdale Ind. Pk. Page 24
cap at our meeting in November. Where Are We Headed? Page 27

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

by October 31 Make sure and check it out.

areg

Included in this edition, we are re-running the D]

sion survey. If you filled out the survey previous;I
there is no need to fill on@ut again. Rick will pre-
sent the results at our November meeting. | endqg
age everyone to completadisurvey and return it

nma
mid-gastern region
convention
durham, nc

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

MEETING
November 19, 2016
Beginning at 9AM

The meeting will be held at the
Towson Library
320 York Rd., Towson, MD. 21204

All Members of the Chesapeake
Division are encouraged to attend

Division business and Clinics will be con-
ducted in the morning session followed
by an afternoon of modeling with our next
“Modelers Day-In” Session

IVRA,
Ll St Rl

Chesspanko
Divimnn

The RelayChesapeake Division/NMRA

Membership, Subscriptions
and Article Submissions

To become a member tife Chesapeake Div
sion of the NMRA, please contact any Boa
Member, fill out the form for a free Railpas

(page 20) or join us at our next Divisional
meeting on Sunday,

To receive electronic versions of The Rela
send an e-mail message to Russell Forte
Web.chesdivmernmra@gmail.com

If you would prefer to receive printed copie

please send a check for $6 (payable to t
Chesapeake Division, MER, NMRA)
Dave Arday
P.O. Box 428
Fulton, MD. 20759-0428

To submit an article for future publication
in The Relay, please send it to the Newslettg
editor, John Darlington, at

jjdjr3@verizon.net
no later than
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FINAL RUN OF “THE WEED
LINE™
A CRAFTSMAN'S SHOWCASE

Article by Arthur Boyd,
Photography by John Darlington

odel railroading can be a lifelong hobby, and for many of us it surely is. It may have started in childho
the Lionel train set, or as an older adult’s chance spotting of a model railroad magazine in an airport, g
ment desire for a creative new challenge.

administrative position with the federal judiciary in Washington DC.. At ag

L)

of RC airplanes and model cars, a skilled duck carver, and a maker of hi
fishing rods and lures, he started imdel railroading in 1988 with a small sh
R railroad. That seemed just the thing to apply his talents in new ways, ang
full retirement, the layout “just grew.”

one more element rarely considered. Whappens when the end of life nea
How will your spouse handle dispositionyafur dream railroad that you’ve put |
much of yourself into? How can youegmare things to make it easier for yo

- ol Nl Steve faced after h
cancer diagnosis, which later becamere urgent after chemothe
py and the realization that his time was coming to an end.
died earlier this year, having made preparations for his wife,
to address those issues.

What he accomplished is an HO model railroad of the first o
equal to the best ones we rarely hehe chance to visit. He filled
relatively smalF
room (about 8 and =
half by 20 1/2 feet
with enough crafts
man kits and scratc
built buildings, dra $#=
matic scenery, an &
highly detaileg
scenes to complete
2 layout three time
i the size. But he di
it all with an artist’s
eye for what a scene needs, how each emtiffits in” like real life, and how it
B should be aged and weathered so it seenmte been there for years. Try
& find the familiar kit-built buildings, and you will be at a loss: everything i$
ther scratchbuilt or heavily and expertly modified.

(Continued on page 4)

he sought new outlets for his craftsman skills. Already an accomplished m J
i

We can see echoes of that in our owodeling history. But for Steve, there was

d
at

=~ For Steve Reynolds it started as he approached early retirement from his rggic
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« At its height of completion, the layout was a folded dog bone design for cont
ous running, from a large mountain towithwengine servicing and an industfja
“ area, to a logging and mining area complete with a narrow gauge branch]
Atrol is by MRC Prodig =
# DCC. Motive power i
W8 mostly Southern, Norfol §
' & Western, and B & O
M mostly steam with som
diesels, a large portic’
: brass. Nearly all of t
.. =more than 40 enginEA%
&+ have been detaileg

also have engines in
i and G scales, plus so

of the HO fleet, an
11 scratchbuilt rolling stock.

There are different ways that modelers enjoy their layout, and it shows in the
sign of their empire. For some it is “rail fanning” — watching trains run thrpu
scenery. Others design a layout for “operations” — multiple operators njo\
trains simultaneously through
staging yards, passing sidings, ¢
industrial areas. Many get tla
most satisfaction fro
“switching” — a single way-freighi===
stopping along the way to spot
pick up cars. For Steve, the g
mary enjoyment appears to hd
been in crafting buildings a

_ motion. And then, documenting
"all with fine photography co

“The place is the Harrisonburg
. %= branch of the Washington Division of the Southern Railway,” Steve wrote. |1

" year is 1943 at the height of WWII. The B & O and the Southern Railway] ¢
. verge on this branch at Strasburg Junction, which, aside for my affinity fpr
. Shenandoah Valley, is one reason whydse the line as | wanted to have rpll
. ing stock from both railroads. The line is a hilly affair, and has always Jb
poorly maintained such that the traiemassigned to it called it the ‘Weed Lige
— hence, the name of my model railroad.”

~ “I must offer a disclaimer that anything on my railroad is an exact replica of a
> thing on the Harrisonburg branch. RatHesgek only to emulate the flavor fof

# the valley and its surrounding mountains, the quaint towns and villages thpre
" Locomotives and cabooses are a different story, all being modeled after tho

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

= “| took the liberty of adding a coal mining operation and even a watersidg

photographs of the prototype line. “I do not, however, worry about whether

bo:

.. house/fish market although in realityete probably were none. They simply

represent clichés that | lack
= the character and strength
& resist.”

It is the magic of model rai
 roading, after all, and Stewss
Reynolds captured it well.

= How might pieces of thi

achievement be passh
along to others who cou
continue to enjoy it? Ste
thought of that as wel .

and move. So, in his
year, Steve performed
jor surgery on his layo

branch, and contains some
of the best examples of ™
modeling skills, with man ;2%
fine buildings. And it i

the door. The bulk of the originyout remains along two sides

the room, and with care can be disthaghin pieces or structures p
served. The locomotives have b#en listed on an inventory, w
notations as to manufacturer, miozhtions, whether DCC and sour,
etc.

an open house for the Chesapeake Division on Saturday Decerj
from 1:00 to 4:00 pm, in Elkridg®D. Watch your in-box for a
invitation with location details.After that, the layout, rolling stoc
and buildings will be up for sale, parts or in whole; and the remay

der will be disposed of.

Photographer's Note: None of these photos were takéih Wash nor manipulated to show this layout in any-
thing other than its natural coloring.

(Continued on page 6)
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| While leaving dramatic scenes intact, he cut off one end that could
transformed into a self-contained layaubit larger than six by eight feget.
The foam board table top is setompa freestanding bench. This layput
has a continuous standard-gaulgep and a narrow-gauge logging



(Continued from page 5)

A Photo Collage of the Weed Line Layout

am,
L. (Continued on page 7)

The RelayChesapeake Division/NMRA Fall 2016




Fall 2016

<
o
=
Z
~
c
L
2
=
(@]
)
X
I
o}
o
©
(%]
[}
g
>
<
[}
o
®
<
—




ADVICE FROM A SURVIVING SPOASE

s far as Steve knew, none of his friends had an siterenodel railroading, and he was not a membe
a train club or organizationModel trains were a personal enjoymesfitared only with his wife. In that

regard, he was much like the typical model railroadettorse wolf.” In my case, many of my friends, work c
leagues and even acquaintances know ointgrest in trains. Tdt led to my learningkmut Steve’s layout. My

or of

-

car mechanic, knowing of my peculiaophvity, asked me if | had any ide&s a relative whose husband had died

leaving a beautifunodel railroad.

Joan is an accomplished hobbyist in margfts, most notably creating art werk stained glass. She well kn¢
the value in skill and time that goes into model railroadingn asher crafts pursued to a high level. But she,
did not know of other model railroaderauntil, that is, conversations withhaetr women after Steve’s death. Th
were friends she already knew from otparts of her life. “Many of thesedees had spouses who were model 1
roaders” she learned. “But none of them had a cluewababto do with model tras after their husbands die.”

Joan did have a clue, many in fatianks to Steve’s preparations.
Over the years Joan had on occasion accompanied Steve to hobby shops and Timonium train shows, so

least knew about them and “kmehe territory” soto speak. Steve made a carefivlentory of the more expensi
items — namely locomotives, with original prgmarked for each, and their special features.

W
too,
pse
ail-

A1%4

that
e

Steve made a list of a few particulamit® — mostly from his other hobbies -ialin he wished to go to relatives a

cluding some she had helped construct 8he would keep for their memorigsd their intrinsic aesthetic val
Some tools and modeling materials happlications to other householddahobby activities ofier own, and Jo
will “re-purpose” these.

friends. Joan made suggestions to tadthat list, and made a list of a fewilroad items with special meaning,;{:l-

Most importantly, Steve thought about wipatrtions of his layout might be reconfigured into an easily moved

standing unit. Then he tackled that as a new modplhoigct he could accomplish as his capacities diminished.

Was there more she wished he would have done to prepare her for handling disptsibioin® did as much as |
could.”

Joan has been looking into ads ie thack of model railroad magazine$,people purchasingstates and colle¢

tions. She will be visiting a large hobby shop and train shows to learn @loent prices, including people w
make and sell model railroads. She will seek out venadbosbuy model railroad items for resale, and learn a
options for her situation.

“My advice to ‘model railroad spouses”ysaJoan “is to get your husband tdestst make a list of valuable iten
like locomotives. Get his wishes as to where he wantktstgo. And from time to time take you along to hok
shops and train shows so you know about them.”

And to my fellow model railroaderswould add that you should let friendad acquaintances knaw¥ your love
of trains. You never know what might emgerfrom sharing your interest with others.

Artheur Boyd

nd

e.
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The Director's Corner

FREE MODELING TOOL
(AKA: The Chesapeake Division Survey)

Rick Uskert
Director at Large

ith the last issue of the Relay we distributed av&y asking each of the members for a bit of inj
mation on their modeling habits and suggestionsDirsion activities. Since that time | have fe-
ceived ten (10) responses offerimgny great ideas for events anddyearticles. | look forward t
helping mold the future Division #eities around these suggestions.

During this November's annual meeting, | will present tiselte of the survey, followed by their publication in
following issue of the Relay. Before we get to Novemhewyever, | believe there aneany more Survey respons
to be gathered, and because of that, | am not above aldvibefy. A little while ago | aguired twenty (20) "Helpin
Hands" and will freely distribute them to the nexénty survey responses (Board members excluded).

The "Helping Hands" tool is that third éwurth hand we all need when hold
tiny bits for painting, gluing or wires tbe soldered. The device has a I
which will support small pieces standing on its own, but may also be clam
" drilled and affixed to youworkbench to hold heavier items. Two adjustable

gator clips are attached to the adjuktaieam, along with a magnifying gla
M each independently positioned and ledkin place with wing nuts applying

clamping force to the ball joints. Itkes two real hand® position the twe
-, "Helping" ones, but once done, it's fantastiteave an item to dry or cool wh

) e
/7" I move on to another item. | have twbthese tools imy own collection.

|

h &

; o For every fully complete survey--as@ach and every question answered wil

T~ T valid response, and "I ddnknow," or similar, doesiot count as a valid re
A _acatl Bl sponse--which | receive tveeen now and October 312016, | will personall |
hand you a new "Helping Hands" at thevember annual meeting. While theyeu also have the opportunity

voice opinions and wishes in person.

(0]

The survey has been redistriedtwith this copy of the Refashould the last email beést. Once complete, pleas
send it via email to directoratlg.chesdivmernmra@gmail.com.

For five minutes of your time, you will ga free tool and a vehicte direct Division activities for months to come

ek
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FROM THE BOARD ROOM

Call for Volunteer Leadership
Greg Kiopell,

Superintendent

The Relay

The official publication ofthe Chesapeake Divisio
of the
Mid-Eastern Region othe NMRA, a tax-exempt
organization

Are you happy to have an active NMRA Division?
you enjoy the time spent with your fellow modelgrs
Well, to keep the fun going, éhChesapeake Division is|in
need of volunteers, particularly two willing members t(
assume some responsibility for the future of the Divigio
These two positions are on the Board of Directors.

The Relapis published quarterly. The opinions ex-
pressed within do not necessarily reflect those of the
Chesapeake Division, MER or NMRA officials.
Commercial suppliers, supplies and materials ad-
dressed in The Relay
I n no way constitute an endor sement by the MER or
NMRA. Copyrighted material that appearsin Zhe
Relapis used for educational and historical benefit

The first position is the Director-at-Large. He is the thir
in succession to the Superintendent. It basically is a thrg
year commitment since thBirector-at-Large moves yp

each year from Director-at-Large to Assistant Superir

member, he sits on the Board as a non-voting me
when he serves &ast Superintendent.

The second position currentiyacant is the Clerk. TH

duty with the Superintendeni)he Clerk is not in the li
of succession to the Superintendent. If you want to

Division, the Clerk may be a position for you.

Please consider servir
the other members c
the Division by volun-
teering for one of thes
two posts. Without
your support and will-
ingness, the Divisior
suffers slightly eact
time. These position:

will be voted on at the —
Annual Group Meetingl w A Al You
to be held at the Tow 1

son Library on Novem

ber 19". The day will AS PART OF THE

Gy

dent to Superintendent. Aftdis three years as a voting

Clerk’s duties are to act asvoting member of the Board
and to handle all record keag for the Division, includ}
ing BOD minutes and the memship database (sharrE

but not be “completely respabte” to ultimately run the

ite

e

e

The RelayChesapeake Division/NMRA

10

only and does not constitute infringement of the
copyright holder.

Superintendent: Greg Kidwell
super.chesdivmernmra@gmail.com

Assistant Superintendent: Bill Ataras
asstsuper.chesdivmernmra@gmail.com

Director-At-Large: Rick Uskert
directoratlg.chesdivmernmra@gmail.com

Paymaster: Dave Arday
davidarday@aol.com

Clerk: Jeroen Gerritsen
clerk.chesdivmernmra@gmail.com
Achievement Program: Kurt Thompson

ap.chesdivmernmra@gmail.com

Past Superintendent: Tom Casey
pastsuper.chesdivmernmra@gmail.com

Division Newsletter: John Darlington
jjdjr3@verizon.net

also include our ne» CHESAPEAKE
Modelers’ Day In an DIVISION Webmaster: Russell Forte
White Elephant. LEADERSHIP! web.chesdivmernmra@gmail.com

http://www.chesapeake-nmra.org/index.php
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The New Home of the C&LE
Bg Kot Thompsow

demolition are in the Spring issue).

Walls where the shelves used to be Will all this fit back under the new layout?

The old shelves were emptied from therstroom to the downstairs living room (much to my wife’s dismay).
the shelves emptied, the old shelves were dismantled,lidbety and dissected (alliteratively speaking). That
less than an hour. The rest of Monday, 2/23, was takenthpowilding new and improved shelves closer to the
of the store room. At 8 PM, the resttbe usual gang of cohorts (Don Marvele&iScheer, and Traxs Stavac) joine
Jack Keene, Stewart Sopher, and me in replacing the te®mtethe shelves on the new shelves. New shelves;
old stuff on them.

Harbor Freight dolly to help move stuff around Primed Drywall

(Continued on page 12)

n the Spring 2016 Relay, | told you about Bebruary demolition ofhe HO scale C&LE.
On the day of the demolition, the first orddrbusiness was to empty the storage shelve
along the back wall of the@e room. For those who sawetlold layout in person, the
shelves were hideous and a blight on the “fun” environment of the layout. (Pictures of

Vil
too
poc
d
sal

The RelayChesapeake Division/NMRA 11 Fall 2016



(Continued from page 11)

The new smaller room (14°’4” by 8'8”) had additional studs added so it and the long left wall could be dry
Along with the drywall on the walls, a soffit frame was builietwlose the central air duct. Also additional ligh
was added in the back ¥z of the newrno(the four doubléube fixtures).

Plenty of lighting Soffit surrounding the air duct

Then came the slow and steady instadlaf the new drywall. (Mr. Tortoise Bwall Co.) After 2-1/2 buckets of dr
wall mud, 2 boxes of drywall screws, and difeets of drywall, the drywall wa®mpleted to the siafaction of my
drywall foreman, Don Marvel. Once he signed off on the dilysanding and mud work, 12.gallons of primer wer
painted on the drywall.

How blue is my train room! Still too much stuff
On Thursday, Septembef',8Don Marvel, my train buddy and the drywallpervisor for my layout room, gave

ywal
ing

Nis

approval for the drywall to be primed and painted. @aor$day, 9/15, the paint crew of Jack Keene and me painte

most of the layout room with a gallon of Dark Arctic Blugint. | say most since the gadl of paint ran out with son
of the trim and edges still white with pram Another quart of paint completed painting.

(Continued on page 13)

e
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(Continued from page 12)

New shelves, Old Clutter! The entrance into the “new” train room

Now the fun begins of 1:1 track planning on the floor with sections oftfeok, switches angaper copies
switch templates.

More will be shown in upcoming issues bhe Pelay.

Kurt

=y
v
=)
=k

I.fl-.

EYE IN THE S__KS?‘ i
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Handlaying Switches and Track Clinic

vidual needs. To foster this skill, the NMRA includesdiiaying track and switch comparts as part of the Achieve
ment Program under Model Raidd Engineer - Civil.

To receive this AP certificate, the modeler needs to complete the requirements under SEctisitr3ct for Merit
Judging, scratch built scale models of any three of the fol-
lowing, and demonstrate their satisfactory operation e Dual Gauge Turnout

e Turnout e Gauge Separation Turnout
0 Point or Stub 0 Narrow gauge splitting off from dual gauge.
e Crossover e Double Junction Turnout
e Double Crossover 0 One set of parallel tracks diverges from another.
e Single Slip Switch e Three-Way Turnout
e Double Slip Switch e Spring Switch
e Crossing e Operating Switch in Overhead Wire
e Gauntlet Track e Other

e Gauntlet Turnout

What has thrown lots of model railroaders off their stetdeut this section is the specific admonishment that
"commercial frogs are not permitted to be used....... " (NMRA Website).

One of the skills lots of model railroadefind useful is the ability to handlasack and switches to match their ingli-

[he

The way around this is to use a condinurtjig. Fast Tracks has jigs for masgales and turnout and rail sizes. ]
NMRA has determined that using a constiare jig (in particular a Fst Tracks jig) is allowable. in the near future,
Chesapeake Division will hold a one-day, hands-on clinbwttal a simple turnout/switclgauntlet track, and a cros

judged for Merit Award.

sort of head count, we'll get in touchthvFast Tracks. Per their website, theyl wrovide their toos and jigs at r
duced price to clinic participants.

he

ver. We will be using Fast Track jigs for the constructid the switch and crossover and free-handing the galint
track. In the afternoon, we will havevegal judges available for you to get some or all of your track compahe

If you are interested, please let Greg Kidwdllivision Superintendent know of your interesAs soon as we getjla
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NMRA National Convention at Indianapolis, 2016,
Part 1
BY Al pelqandio

had the opportunity to go to the National NMRA Convention last month. My min
focus was layout tours and the National mr&how. While there were a number o

) paid workshops/seminars, | passed on theohlikewise, the bus layout tours. Sel

L guided tours are $5/day and if you havear, it's a great way to go!.

Tuesday was a travel day to Ohio, going to Entertainmedtidn near Cincinnati. Thé a great venue to be
covered another time. Likewise, | have a number of phstokthought to split this into two articles, one eachjfor
Wednesday and Thursday.

| arrived at Indianapolis on Wednesdagfore lunch and looked over thdedule to see what no-cost seminar
were available. There were a fevatinterested me, but | chose soméhef layouts, which took up from 3-9 P
on Wednesday and noon to 5 on Thursday.

I've selected a few pictures of each. It's alwaystwooting that some model nabhds are completely awesom

and many are in process. In all cases, they represent the hard work and love of their builder[s], and no njattet
which scale, era or level stenery or operating sophistication, thegidd be appreciatad the most positive
manner.

Armed with this mantra, | set out. &tre were 3 layouts | wanted to sed¢hia Bloomington area, about 75 minutes
south of Indy.

Robert Talbot has an impressive 16 x 38 HO layout based on thid L&urel Division. It features all hand Igid
track and turnouts, a huge staging yardunted 2 feet under the operating Ri®l @ 7 turn helix!. He set up the
helix top level so trains can exit either the northbound or southbound dilens. It has a mix of mountairjs,
some in process , towns and industries. | think hetioreed there are about 7-10 people in an operating segsiol
One is in the helix hole and they have a pretty highpteof trains coming from thiewer staging area up the He-
lix and down.

(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 15)
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Robert mentioned that his friend's layout, minutes awRagull[ Surburg has a 25 x 25 Pennsy fully scenicked layout]
was unavailable due news that morning necessitating himitrgeast. Bummed out not see this one but prayerfdl,
| headed ta@im Koryta's O scale layout 15 minutes away.

Jim has a nice 9 x 14 O-scale layout arsdnall trolley loop which is powered blye overhead wires. It would have
been easy to gloss over this 6 x 2.5 layout, but when hentlthe trolley lines are energized and the work it was
get good connections and clean up the soiddtux residue, | had to give it sonti@ought. My hat's off to him. I'm
not sure if I'd rather break rocks instead of doing that. O4seale layout is very cohesiweth several nice, more det
tailed vignettes worked into it.

Thankful for a soda and cookies, ldged to the western suburbs of bithpolis for a couple more layouts.

(Continued on page 17)
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(Continued from page 16)

Steve Poe'Poctors' Orders RR is a terrifid-scale layout [8 x 23] in an "E" ape. Featuring the Union Pacifig
in the mountains, it has scratch-built everything, detailed
1 everything

and weath
ered eve-
rything. It
is there
with some
of the
more de-
tailed HO
layouts!

aly

B
R 1L

(Continued on page 18)
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Continued from page 17

ly notice it is N-scale. Steve's doctor ordered himdok on a hobby to take his mind off of a medical condition,
hence the name. What great work!

(Continued on page 19)
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(Continued from page 18)

Just a few blocks away Bill Moore's HO Allegheny and Western RR layout fe@ng Cass, WV. It's a 20 x 14 lay
out built in a garage.
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By John Teichmoeller

n 2004, an informal group of modelers interestest@@l mill modeling held a meeting at the Desmond

Hotel and Conference Center in Malvern, PA. Tkithe same location at which the bi-annual Penn-

sylvania Prototype Modelers Meet is held. Timseting offered presentatis on steel mill modeling, a

stunning display of steel mill models, specialized stei#lproducts for sale and tours of layouts with
steel mill aspects. Since then, this group has h&ehat one such meeting a year (sometimes two if you
count a brief schism and the “Steéblacks” at some NMRA Nationaloaventions) at various places, al
though never again at the Desmond because “the numieitswork.” Several years ago the group became
an official NMRA Special Interest Grouvww.smmsig.org). The SIG publishes t&eel Mill Modeling
Journal on a quarterly basis. In 2016 the meet was id-August at the Hilton Garden Inn in Merrillville,
Indiana, a painful and vexing 11+ hour drive from Badtimore area. Reportattendance, many from the
East, was 71 plus 18 spousatspr near a record.

One of the highlights of these meets is the mothels show up. Sometimes they are huge, sometimes they
are small but they are always inspiring. It didn’'t seeni a® had as many models this year as in the past,
but those that were there were excellent. A popwdée competition is held. The winner receives a plaque
designated as the “Dean Freytag Award.” (Dean theldte 2010 and was the patron saint of steel{mill
modeling). This year the winning model was a hygietailed blast furnace built by Doug Geiger which he
drove very carefully from ColoradoDoug’s blast furnace was inspired byS. Steel’s Carrie furnaces|in
Pittsburgh and used parts of the Walthers kit, butntugh, much more than just a “detailed Walthers blast
furnace.” Doug has a world-class layout namedGhanite Mountain Railway. Some readers may remem-
ber the Granite Mountain from series in the 1990s Model Railroading magazine. | forgot to ask Doug
when he moved the Granite Mountainthe Rust Belt. Doug doesn’t jusd excellent modeling; he shares
his skills with us by producing and selling directly a vecpnomically priced line afesin cast kits that are
“add-ons” for blast furnace models (tap hole drilydrgun, dust collector pug mill, 8-axle hot metal battle
car, etc.). | didn't have enough tirtetalk with Doug, so the captionfermation on the photos is basedjon
my interpretation and understandiagd might be off-base here ancrd. (Having a partially-completed
Walthers blast furnace on the bench also generates er héylel of understandingnd appreciation for this
project!)

As is the typical format, presentations started $tiay evening and continuedring the day and evening
Friday. Presentations are available for downloadetrieet onto an attendee-supplied thumb drive. There
were eight layouts open for tour on Saturday from wayiadslkhart IN to northar Chicago. | managed to

visit four of them and got back tbe hotel in time for my 3:00 napAfter that we had a group dinner with

no speaker (for many years we had an “ethnic” buff¢led the “Hunkie Banquetfut our group’s leaders
apparently found that offensive or perhaps hard to arrange—certainly should have been able to be done
Merrillville!) There was also amall vendor room. Here members offégefascinating array of assembled
models and kits for various steelllmelated items. These are things ywill not see advertised in the com-
mercial magazines and include not only resigtings but some amagi 3-D printed stuff.

(Continued on page 21)
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(Continued from page 20)

Discussions seemed to be leaning towaading next year's meet in or né@ethlehem, PA area. Check with the
website for membership and future meet information.

Johun

Photo 1 General view of blast furnace
stack, cast house and dust catcher.
Note the lights. Doug said there are
over 100 such lights, made using those
teeny surface mount LEDs with the
leads run through bent hypodermic nee-
dles. These are tiny and cheap—for

il example, check out 10 for $7 (including
"=z = resistors) from wehonest.com , direct
WE = +from Guangdong. Bending that small

~ . diameter tubing without kinking is the
challenge, and those must be horse
needles Doug uses.

__' ".-, EI

Photo 2 Closer view of blast fur-
nace stack and “top”. The top piping
arrangement is an older arrange- |
ment, different from the McKee de-
sign provided in the Walthers kit. F=22
Peach Creek Shops sells a set of & nt -y
tubing parts that will at least get you i s\. .4
started. Note the vertical : '
“reinforcing staves” on the blast fur-
nace stack. This replicates the Car-
rie Furnaces in Pittsburgh. This de-
tail is cheap and easy to apply and |
provides needed “texture” to the =
otherwise bare Walthers stack. The
lowest circumferential platform, g
which | have seen labeled as the
“pyrometer platform,” is not hard to
build using styrene sheet and strip
following Jeff Borne in his two Su- "
per Detailing the Walthers Blast
Furnace DVDs.

(Continued on page 22)
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(Continued from page 21)

o B Photo 3 The back of the fur-

— 15 S— . nace showing the skip hoist and
I el ’;'._*:: gas equipment. Doug modeled

[ .. R S - a single bucket skip hoist in-

¥ et - o, stead of the double bucket one

Pl 1 r ~ == that the Walthers kit provides.

P - The gas equipment has been

enhanced from that supplied in
the kit using techniques shown
in Jeff Borne’s DVDs.

Photo 4 Detail of the base of the dust catcher. The structural element between the four legs with the yel-
low railings is a pug mill in which the dust from the stack is moistened and concentrated. Doug sells a res-
in kit for the basic pug mill but you have to supply the piping, valves and railings. He also beefed up the
dust catchers’ legs.

(Continued on page 23)
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(Continued from page 22)

Photo 5 View of cast house floor. Lots of great details— hot metal runner gates with counterweights,
jib cranes, red siren flasher, crossover bridges, etc.

Photo 6. Closer view of the slag line. Doug has added outboard support framework for the slag deck,
as suggested by Jeff Borne. Easy to build and a great enhancement. The diagonal member over the
nearest slag runner | believe goes with the “slag bot” which is used to punch open the slag notch in the
side of the blast furnace which is supposed to provide for a continuous slag run but sometimes gets
clogged. Jeff Borne’s video shows a microsecond view of this. Note the furnacemaster’s office with
open window. | give my furnacemanster a window air conditioner. For weathering, Doug studies the
techniques of military modelers.
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A VISIT TO LEETSDALE INDUSTRIAL PARK
5} Aart ﬂon/.m

On a trip up to Pittsburgh to see two friends and watch the Nationals beat the Piratgs, | w:
able to finally drive around amdustrial park in Leetsdal®A. It was a treasure trove [of
rail-served industries and otheteresting or unusual features.

Between the pictures | took early Sunday morning (lee@oam) and the Google/Bing maps satellite/bird’sjeye
views, | found 3 Trackmobiles at 3 different industried an older EMD SW-series switcher. Also the track-

age in and around the industrial park includes two w§ege wye serves a single industry and the othef one
includes two crossings. One of thessings has one leg which is cunasit goes through the other route.

There are also several run-aroumashe park. A couple of the|
seem to serve just a singladustry. When | first entered t
Leetsdale Industrial Park on Leetsdale Industrial Drive, | foll
the tracks around the front of onega building to West Park Ro
The tracks were double tracked iorit but as soon dgounded th
right end of the building, the outer of the two tracks ended w
pair of wheel stops. At one tim&he inner (now continuous) tra
served a loading door in the curve.

As | went further back on W
Park, the track on the side
, the street looketike some fin
gl trackwork: jointed and not perfectly aligned. But this isn’'t the Northeast

Corridor but a slow speed busy industrial operation. On the right sidejat the
river's edge stood the unloading andrage shed for Essroc, a manufactur-

# er of Portland Cement. From grounddéthe trackworkdoked interesting
#® but | couldn't tell exactly how
the tracks went for Essroc a
the company on the left side
the street, as it had at leas
different switches off th
working lead. | suspected b
couldn’t confirm there was
wye there until | got o
Google and Bing maps whit
confirmed my  suspicio
about a wye being in use by Essroc.

Mol-Dok used to be a very acévbarge loadingperation. They
have/had their own SW #wher. There weren’t any hopper cars betrapsloaded while | was there but the
images on Bing maps show the operation in full foB®busy that the loaded hap were stashed along the
double tracks on Avenue C. When | was there, the hepp®e Avenue C are now shorter aggregate hoppers,
possibly used by Essroc around the other end of the park.

(Continued on page 25)
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(Continued from page 24)
Mol-Dok’s engine is an easy study in weathering. [The
doors in the engine compammi are grimier than the
doors in and around the radiatompartment. The radi-
ator end is grimy too.

To the left in the picture (riverside of warehouse),|the
tracks split. The higher track goes around and sdrved
both the visible warehouse and the next one north}§ The
. low track leads down to the barge loading area. Inj the
Bing/Google map images, Mol-Dok also used a Track-

mobile to position hoppers for dumping. Howe
I’'m sure the little guy was not up to the challeng
moving fully loaded cars dawthe grade or to pull
long string of empty hoppers back up from the
track.

At the road end of AvenuA are two legs of a

coming off the switching leadnd storage tracks out by the
NS mainline. Coming off the south leg is a switch that I@¢ads
to another storage/unloading ildg. The track leading to

crosses the Avenue A traokile the other legs ¢
the wye crosses the first legCqnvoluted WydSs
picture to the righj. But hiding under the unloa‘

ing shed awning was ar@r of the Trackmobile
that inhabit this industrial park. When | comparea
my picture to the one on Bing maps, | found the awningamesddition made after the satellite picture wasjtak-
en. Also beside the switching lead is a mailbox. teoldays, | would guess it was where the NS crew would

put the waybills for the all the covered hoppers #nattucked around the curve of the right hand track.

Oddities found in the Park:

As | came around Leetsdale IndistRoad, | turned right t
stay on Leetsdale Industrial Rbd was met with a sign that
should help the crews movingars for the local industrigs
and the NS crews. Inbound sajgo to the left; outbound cdrs
get pulled from the right. (Anyone need one of these $igns
(Continued on page 26)

o
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(Continued from page 25)

for your switching crews? [“Loadto the right of me, Empties
to the left, drive down the middle with you” to the melody of
“Stuck in the middle with you” by Stealers Wheel]

Someone
painting
cars misse
his stencil.
Seems that
NAHX has
decided to
make their
cars stand
out even
more. In-
stead of having the reporting rka down in the “normal” posi-
tion above the load/weight infoation, the reporting marks are
up near the top edge of the side.

SYNTHEONE) >

'lu,-.-'
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Where are we headed? What did we find?
Wandering around the Internet

5} Aurt 720»\;0&0/(

ou never know what you'll find or wheryou’ll end up when you have no defined
purpose or end in mind. Letting your miménder around the internet looking for
railroad stuff is just such a situation.

It all started with pictures of Heoads street-running on wwwailpictures.net. One d@he photographs was tak-
en by J. Alex Lang. He also has a website of phomsof6to his website www.jalexlang.com to see what glse
he has. Never know, maybe he has somer o#tileoad pictures with street running.

No more pictures of street-runnimiid | find on his website. But | found a lot of pictures in and around the
Pittsburgh and Western PA area. Having lived north o$lRitgh back in the early 90s, | was interested if the
“modern” rail scenes in and around. Some of Alexduwkes were of the Allegheny Valley Railroad, a 1992

start up.

In one picture, in an industrial pasetting, there we two trains: one AVR andne from NS. The track ar-
rangement was interesting. Something diways looking for for my layout iprogress. And from that picture,

| went to www.bing.com/maps to find the overhead/aeriawiBut the picture text only said the train was on
the Youngwood Siding.

So off to the AVR website to see if | could figurat where the Youngwood Siding is. Well, it wasn't in the
town of Youngwood, PA, since thaiggle doesn’t exist. But in looking thie featured warehouse sites the AVR
is touting, | found the warehouse is located in tbengwood Commerce Park in€msburg, PA. Armed wi
that information, | went back to Bj Maps and found the location of theture. From the aerial view, | got
some ideas. The nice thing about Bing Maps, it has twofeatares: Streetside andr8is Eye. Streetwise [S
from those car-mounted cameras. The cage isn't always as complete lawould like but when it's availa
ble, you can get some very nice pigs. Then it's time for the Snippet program (if you're using Windows)

Bird’s Eye view is not the same as the strict Aevialv. Bird’s Eye allows youo swing around your pictufe
and view the track, bulings, and other structure®in different angles. Again Snippet comes in handy forjany
reference images you want to snag from the scr&ier snooping around on Bing Ma, | went back to the
AVR website and wandered through their listing ofiliées, including many different transloading facilities
throughout their 115 mile system. They also have accessviral private and comget transloading facili

ties. One they listed was a CSX transload site.eiVh clicked on the hyperlink for Transload (http://
www.transflo.net/share/wwwtransflo20a46ets/File/ TRANSFLO _Terminal elvork_Guide.pdf), | was pre-
sented with a PDF document listing dfat CSX’s Transflo facilities. The guide is alphabetically listed by ity
all of the facilities. Also listed are the number of car spots, what types of commaodities the facility handles, an
a simple aerial view. Most of thes&cflities are repurposed from other raéidofacilities or yards. With the uge

of Bing Maps, an aerial survey could be done. And moghese sites can be inspected to see what theytwere
before. One site clearly was an emgterminal inside a wye. The iniptr of the roundhouse is still visible.

Well, as Buckaroo Bonzai said, “Remembey,matter where you go, well.....There you are!”

Happy Wandering!
Aart
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The Relay
National Model Railroad Association (NMRA) Mid-Eastern Region
Application for Free “Railpass” Trial Membership

YES, please sign me up for a free six-month Railpass Trial Meshiip in the NMRA, which includes membership i
the Mid-Eastern Region and my lodaivision. During the six-month period,understand that | may attend conver
tions, meets, and participate in comges will receive the NMRA Magazinehe monthly national publication, and

The Local, the bi-monthly regional newsletter. | will not bgikle to vote, hold office or receive a New Member Pacl

| also understand that the $9.95 cost of this six-month &sslrial Membership is b paid by the Mid-Eastern
Region. (Note: Regardless of who pays, the six-month $8e3Bberships are available only once to each person) A
the end of the six month period, | may join MEIRA by paying the regular active member dues.

During the past thirty months, | hamet been a member of the NMRA.

Name:

Street Address

City/State/Zip:

Phone( )

E-Mail:

Scale (s):

Signature of Applicant:

Signature of “Recruiter:”
(a Regional Officer or Board Member)

When this form is completed,

mail to:

Bob Price

MER Business Manager
666 Princeton Ave
Collingswood NJ, 08108
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